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Synopsis

Succulent plants offer dazzling possibilities for garden design and require only minimal maintenance
to remain lush and alluring year round. Featuring the work of more than 50 professional garden
designers and creative homeowners, this complete design compendium is as practical as it is
inspirational. Lavishly illustrated with over 300 photographs, it gives design and cultivation basics for
paths, borders, slopes, and containers; hundreds of succulent plant recommendations; and
descriptions of 90 easy-care, drought-tolerant companion plants. Beginners and experienced
designers, landscapers, and collectors alike will find what they need to visualize, create, and nurture

the three-dimensional work of art that is the succulent garden.

Book Information

Hardcover: 255 pages

Publisher: Timber Press, Incorporated; 1st edition (April 1, 2007)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 088192816X

ISBN-13: 978-0881928167

Product Dimensions: 7.9 x 0.9 x 9.6 inches

Shipping Weight: 2.1 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.6 out of 5 stars 132 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #433,011 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #31 inA A Books > Science & Math
> Biological Sciences > Plants > Cacti & Succulents #145inA A Books > Crafts, Hobbies & Home
> Gardening & Landscape Design > Ornamental Plants #259 inA A Books > Crafts, Hobbies &

Home > Gardening & Landscape Design > Landscape

Customer Reviews

Gardeners interested in contemporary trends recognize and appreciate the dramatic sculptural
qualities of succulents. Now Baldwin’s alluring and stimulating guide offers a wealth of design ideas
melded with informative cultural advice and opens gardeners’ eyes to a breathtaking variety of
succulents for any situation, from formal spaces to an intimate balcony, from hillside terrain to
container gardens. Whether undertaking a new planting or enlarging on an existing plan, gardeners
will discover beguilingly colorful varieties, specimens with textural presence, and stunning
architectural forms for unequaled effect featuring exceptional arrangements of drought-tolerant
species. Although hot, dry California gardens appear in many of the photographs, Baldwin devotes

a chapter to cold climates that’s certain to stir the imaginations of gardeners wishing to grow exciting



specimens in the ground or perhaps in pots, bringing plants indoors or installing them in a
greenhouse to winter. Towering to tiny, the array of succulents presented is exciting and compelling.

Alice JoyceCopyright A A© American Library Association. All rights reserved

"Many people know about succulents, but using them in the landscape is another matter. Designing
with Succulents shows us how; it's inspiring, practical, and complete - a treasure for any gardener
who loves these otherworldly beauties." -- Kathleen N. Brenzel Sunset "Baldwin’s alluring and
stimulating guide offers a wealth of design ideas melded with informative cultural advice and opens
gardeners’ eyes to a breathtaking variety of succulents for any situation. ... Towering to tiny, the
array of succulents presented is exciting and compelling." -- Alice Joyce, Booklist "One of the
charms of her book is that it is so readable, while being a practical encyclopedia of all things
succulent." -- Mary Curran Downey, San Diego Union-Tribune "Baldwin hit the mark with her
detailed work. ... Her easy to understand writing style is user friendly to the backyard gardener, yet
the breadth of information is just as appealing to the expert. She manages to assemble a stellar set
of photographs to show succulents as they exist out in the open air. Detailed captions give plenty of
information to connect readers with these plants that are little known and less often understood. ...
Baldwin should be commended for what might be the best succulent landscaping book written to
date." -- Maureen Gilmer, Scripps Howard News Service "Photos show landscapes of succulents,
small container gardens, and many designs in between. ... Offers hours of engaging perusal."
Monterey County Herald "Baldwin’s book takes readers on a delightful walk through a wonderful
land of colorful, elegant, and drought-resistant plants that few of us can identify by name." -- Jackie
Houchin, Valley News "Packed with tips and loaded with photos that will inspire you to add
succulents to your garden, whether it's one container or an entire front yard." -- Holly Hayes, San
Jose Mercury News "[With] 255 pages filled with over 300 high quality photographs of exquisite
plants and exemplary gardens, Designing with Succulents should be a necessary purchase for any
gardener." -- Michael Buckner, Let's Talk Plants "With useful resources, such as the ’plant palette’
and a chapter on companion plants, this book helps the succulent gardener create a work of art." --
Jennifer Chance, Colorado Homes & Lifestyles "Offers a plethora of possibilities for lending more
visual appeal to the landscape." -- Micki Brown, Victorville Daily Press "[A] lusciously photographed
volume." -- Sarah E. Smith, Oregonian "l love [Designing with Succulents] and you will too. It
appeals to beginners, experienced designers, landscapers and collectors. A well-known garden
writer and photographer, Debra spotlights versatile, fascinating succulents and cactus and their

cultivation in various climates and soils. ... There are many luscious closeups of elegant, dramatic



specimens and plant combinations." -- Jeanne Santangelo, Novato Advance "We love Designing
with Succulents ... as inspiring as it is practical, with color photos that show how to use these
otherwordly beauties in borders, on slopes, between patio pavers, mixed with other perennials or
grasses - even in undersea themed gardens." Sunset "Baldwin shares her expertise in a way that is
immediately reader-friendly and writes about succulents ... in a clear, colorful manner. She’s a
skilled photographer whose photos ... add interest and excitement to this gardening tome." -- Peggi
Ridgway, Bloomin’ News "If it were not for [this bookK] ... | might have given up succulents forever.
But one can’t help but be inspired by photographs that induce sighs and daydreams, and not a
small amount of garden envy." -- Mariana Greene, Dallas Morning News "Packed with practical
advice on how to raise these fascinating plants." -- Holly Hayes San Jose Mercury News "[Baldwin]
illustrates how novices and experts alike can create lush and vibrant gardens that are both
aesthetically pleasing and environmentally responsible.” -- Amanda Dameron, Western Interiors &
Design "A solid overview for landscape architects working with succulents." Landscape Architecture
"[A] delightful and inspiring journey through the world of succulents, which are presented as viable
options for private and public landscapes, particularly in regions where water is a serious concern.
... Throughout, the text is richly illustrated with photographs of succulents used effectively in
gardens large and small, with or without other types of plants. This is an exciting new addition to
anyone’s library." Pacific Horticulture "Having recently finished reading Debra Lee Baldwin’s book,
Designing with Succulents, | am convinced that succulents are not only wonderful as showcase
elements in ones and twos, but can serve as the backbone of your landscape design." -- Jennifer
Jewell Colorado Homes & Lifestyles "The advice given is wise and borne of the author’s firsthand
experience, but is not too prescriptive and is full of great ideas with illustrations to match." -- Nigel
Taylor, Gardens lllustrated "Truly a guide to designing with succulents, not simply growing them.
From planning a garden to coping with weather conditions, the prospective succulent gardener will
find what they need on these pages." -- Rochelle Reed, San Luis Obispo Tribune "New plantings as
well as additions to existing gardens will benefit from Baldwin’s presentation of color, texture, and
shape in the form of drought-tolerant plant species." -- John Bagnasco, Garden Compass "If you
have gardeners on your gift list who are living in warm climates, this gardening book is one they will
treasure. And don’t forget your indoor gardening pals. ... This book is the bible that tells how to grow
[succulents] and then use them to create gorgeous landscapes and containers that become
stunning works of art." -- Nancy Szerlag, Detroit News "An excellent introduction to these
increasingly popular plants, and how to use them in the garden." -- Joan S. Bolton, Santa Maria

Times "Provides inspiration for creating color, texture, and interest - just the qualities every



garden’s artistic director seeks. Let Debra Lee Baldwin introduce you to the fun of designing with
succulents." -- Sandra J. Sandefur, Perennial Notes "Those designing a new landscape and those
hoping to add these botanical treasures into an existing garden will find Baldwin’s gorgeously

illustrated, detail-rich guide a worthy purchase." Library Journal

| originally purchased the Kindle edition. | found it full of useful information, in pictures of plantings to
give the reader guidelines for planning his/her own garden. However, | found the kindle edition to be
an inefficient reference tool. | purchased a printed edition and found it to be a great source for

guidance in planning a succulent garden. A print edition is of great value.

| had just acquired an obsession with succulents and wanted to learn more about the different types
available and some design ideas. | had spent a few days researching succulents from different
websites and thought I'd try an actual book. Wasn'’t as impressed as | had hoped to be.Technical
names of succulents would be written within paragraphs, and I'd have no idea what she was talking
about. I'd have to alt-tab out and Google it to figure out what that plant actually looked like. There
was some decent looking pictures of different gardens (with some of the succulents named), but
nothing real impressive (the cover picture was probably the best design photo in the entire book in
my opinion).l did actually like the section on non-succulents that go well together with succulents. It
gave me a few ideas to try out.Overall | didn’t get out of it what | was looking for, and for that | do
regret buying this. Not worth the price for the information provided. | was hoping for something a

little more structured, and less rambling.

| have dabbled in succulent gardening for several years with some success as well as more failures
than | care to remember. | had purchased this book on a whim while sending gift books.Wow, what
a wonderful tool for a gardener,the pictures were beautiful ,well labeled and easily imitated.The text
(unlike many nice looking books) was practical and | have learned several useful techniques and
the names of many succulents already growing in my garden .This book proved so useful that |
ordered Baldwin’s other book Succulent Container Gardens and was equally pleased. | have been
on a succulent shopping spree since getting these books but | have also increased my propagating
and sharing. | put labels in both books because | value them and so do my gardening friends who
have borrowed them.I rarely buy books for myself online and have never written a review but

Baldwin’s books are well worth their cost.



Bought this for my husband. He constantly uses it for reference for his business. Clients also love
seeing the plants clearly and colorfully from the book before purchasing the plants at the nursery. It
has helped my husband business immensely because a lot of clients do not know really know what

they want. This helps the clients get the ideas so my husband can create the landscape they desire.

Baldwin is THE authority on cacti and succulents. Beginning with her most basic book, "Succulents
Simplified", she culminates in "Designing with Succulents" with all the information needed to use
succulents and cacti in the landscape, outdoor pots and wreaths, and indoor design, including
vertical wall gardens. These are lovely plants with a lot of variety in color, shape, and texture and
are so much fun to work with. From tiny to gigantic, for inside or out, for container gardening, and for
all the climate zones, the author shows you the wide variety of ways to garden with these delightful

and frequently unusual plants.

All of her info is great!!!

I've really just started to get into arid landscaping and the collecting of agaves and aloes within the
last 4 - 5 years, and it can take many moons to even begin to grasp all the information it takes to
really understand this huge world of plant types and design techniques. After looking (first) and then
reading the book from cover to cover, | felt | had got my hands on really the best book out there for
showing me the big picture. Great examples of the many ways one can landscape with agaves and
succulents and also how great these plants are in containers. | loved the book and it is really loaded
with fabulous pics and suggestions on ways to improve your own paradise. | have been doing
landscape design for 20 years and seen a lot of books but this one didn’t bore me for one second.

Great job!Mike in Austin, Texas

Bought this as part of the three Debra Lee Baldwin books available on for my wife and she (and
therefore ) is(am) thrilled. Each book stands on its own yet they each complement each other by
expanding further into detail. These are great books if you are into are just learning succulent
gardening and potting. My wife uses one for design ideas for pots. another for outdoor garden ideas
and the third forsiding andlearning about the plants - including theirtolerances andhardiness

andplant names. The books are all the highly recommended for succulent gardening.
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